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Warren has three of his own sons there, and assures me
that they are very healthy* I still keep on my house
in Queen Ann Street West, having taken it till Mid-
summer, upon my finding that chambers in the Temple,
which I thought I had secured, were let to me by a per-
son who had not a right. It is better that I am still
here, for I am within a short walk of Mr. Malone, who
revises my " Life of Johnson " with me. We have not
yet gone over quite a half of it, but it is at last fairly in
the Press. I intended to have printed it upon what is
called an English letter, which would have made it look
better ; but, upon calculation, it would have made two
quarto volumes, and two quarto volumes for one Life
would have appeared exorbitant, though in truth it is a
view of much of the literature, and many of the literary
men, of Great Britain for more than half a century. I
have therefore taken a smaller type, called Pica, and
even upon that I am afraid its bulk will be very large.
It is curious to observe how a printer calculates : he
arranges a number of pages, and the words in them, at
different parts of the " copy " (as the MS. is called), and
so finds the number of words. Mine here are four
hundred and one thousand six hundred. Does not this
frighten you ? By printing a page, the number of words
it holds is discovered; and, by dividing the sum total
of words by that number, we get the number of pages.
Mine will be, we reckon, eight hundred. I think it will
be without exception the most entertaining book you
ever read. I cannot be done with printing before the
end of August.

You will have seen that Johnson's friends have been
exerting themselves for his Monument, which is to cost
six hundred guineas. We have now near to ^400 of
the money. Can we have no Cornish coin ? I wish
you could assist us in your neighbourhood. As your